5 JE D 



l 



- Is. a confonant nearly approaching, in found to 
T, but formed by a flronger appulfe of the tongue 
to the upper part of the mouth. The found of 
^ D in EngliJI) is uniform, and it is never mute. 

^ DA CAPO . [ItaL] A term in mufick, which 
fignifying from the head or the beginning, means that the firft 
part of the tune fhould be repeated at the conclufion. 

To DAB. v. a . [ dauber , Fr.J To ftrike gently with fomething 
foft or moift. 

A fore fhould never be wiped by drawing a piece of tow 
or rag over it, but only by dabbing it with fine lint. Sharp. 

A Dab. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. A fmall lump of any thing. 

2 . A blow with fomething moift or foft. 

3. Something moift or flimy thrown upon one. 

4. [In low language.] An artift; a man expert at fomething. 
This is not ufed in writing. 

5. A kind of fmall flat fifh. 

Of flat fifli there are rays, flowks, dabs , plaice; Careiv . 

Dab -chick, n.f. A chicken newly hatched ; a chicken with 
its feathers not yet grown. 

A dab- chick waddles through the copfe, 

On feet and wings, and flies, and wades, and hops. Pope . 

To DA'BBLE. v.a. [dabbelen, Dutch.] To. linear; to daub; 
to fpatter ; to befprinkle ; to wet. 

Then came by 

A fhadow like an angel, with bright hair 

Dabbled in blood. Shakefpeare' s Richard III. 

I fcarified, and dabbled the wound with oil of turpentine. 

Wifeman s Surgery. 

Mean while the South, rifing with dabbled wings, 

A fable cloud athwart the welkin flings. Swift. 

To Da' BBLE. V. n . 

1. To play in water; to move in water or mud. 

Neither will a fpirit, that dwells with liars, dal>ble in this 
im purer mud. Glanville s Apology. 

The little one complained of her legs, that fhe could neither 
fwim nor dabble with them. E Lflrange. 

But when he found the boys at play. 

And faw them dabbling in their clay. 

He flood behind a ftall to lurk, 

And mark the progrefs of their work. Swift. 

2. To do any thing in a flight, fuperficial, or {hallow manner; 

to tamper. 

Shakefpeare fhall bear it company, and be put into your 
hands, as clear and as fair as it came out of them ; though 
you, I think, have been dabbling here and there with the text, 
I have had no more reverence for the writer, and the printer, 
and left every thing Handing juft as I found it. Pope . 

Dabbler. n.f [from dabble .] 

1. One that plays in water. 

2. One that meddles without maftery ; one that never goes to 
the bottom of an affair ; a luperficial meddler. 

He dares not complain of the too th-ach, left our dabb.ers in 
politicks fhould be ready to fvvear againft him for d:i- 
affedtion. Swiff s Intelligencer , N . 19. 

Dace. n. f [of uncertain derivation : in moll provinces called 
dare.] A fmall river fifh, refembling a roach, but lefs. 

Let me live harmlessly, and near the brink 
Of Trent or Avon have a dwelling place ; 

Where I may fee my quill or cork down fink, 

With eager bite of pearch, or bleak, or dace. U'alton s Angl. 
Da'ctyle. ». f. [fc^ 5 a finger.] A poetical foot coniift- 
ing of one long fyUable and two fhort, like the joints of a 

Dfrvrr^e child's way Of expreffing/rffcr . It is 
Da'ddy. \ remarkable, that, in all parts of tbe world, the 
word for father, as firft taught to children, ,s compound lot 
a and f, or the kindred letter d differently placed ; as tad, \ c.fi , 
«ir*, Greek } atta, Gothiek ; iota, Latin. Mammas atque 

tatas habit / fra , Mart,} battier. . , 

I was never fo bethumpt with words, 

Since firft I call’d my brother’s father dad. Snake/. K. pun. 

His loving mother left him to my care ; 

Fine child, Is like his dad as he could ftare . >• 

D -.t/d a L adj. \jladalus, Latin.] 
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r. Various; variegated. 

2. Skilful : this is not the true meaning, nor fhould be imitated. 

Nor hath 

The dadal hand of nature only pour’d 

Her gifts of outward grace. Philips. 

Daffodil. In.f [Suppofed by Skinner to be cor- 

DafFODI'LLY. > J , S W Hilt 

T'w / . V rupted from aphodelus. 

Daffodowkdi lly. 3 r Jr 

This plant hath a lily-flower, confiding of one leaf, which 
. is bell-fhaped, and cut into fix fegments, which incircle its 
middle like a crown ; but the empalement, which commonly 
rifes out of a membranous vagina, turns to an oblong or 
roundifh fruit, which is triangular, and gapes in three parts; 
is divided into three cells, and full of roundifh feeds. Miller. 
Strew me the green ground with daffadowndillies , 

And cowflips, and kingcups, and loved lilies. Spenfer. 

Bid Amaranthus all his beauty (hed. 

And daffodillies fill their cups with tears, 

To drew the laureate herfe where Lycid lies. Milton. 

The daughters of the flood have learch’d th^ mead 
For violets pale, and cropp’d the poppy’s head : 

The fhort narciffiis, and fair daffodil, 

Pancies to pleafe the fight, and cafiia fweet to fmell. Dryden . 
To Daft. v.a. .[contra&ed from do aft-, that is, to throw 
back , to throw off.] To tofs afide; to put away with con- 
tempt ; to throw away {lightly. 

Where is his fon, 

The nimble-footed mad-cap prince of Wales, 

And his comrades, that daft the world afide. 

And bid it pafs ? Shakefpeares Henry IV. p. i. 

I would fhe had beftow’d this dotage on me : I would have 
dafft all other refpe&s, and made her half myfelf. Sbakefp. 
Dag. n.f. [dague, French.] 

1. A dagger. 

2 . A handgun ; a piftol : fo called from ferving the pui pofes of 
a dagger, being carried fecretly, and doing mifehief lud- 

denly. 

To Dag. v. a. [from daggle.] To daggle; to bemire; to let 

fall in the water : a low word. 

DA'GGER. n.f. [ dague , French.] 

1. A fhort fword ; a poniard. 

She ran to her fon’s dagger * and ftruck herfel f a mortal 

v/ound. b Sidney b.tu 

This fwbrd a dagger had his page, 

That was but little for his age ; 

And therefore waited on him fo. 

As dwarfs upon knights errant do. Hudibras , p . i. cant. 1. 
He ftrikes himfelf with his dagger ; but being interrupted 
by one of his friends, he {tabs him, and breaks the daggci on 
one of his ribs. . dlddifin on } ta ff 

2. [In fencing fchools.] A blunt blade of iron with a a et 

hilt, ufed for defence. , 

3. [With printers.] The obelus; a mark of reference in form 

of a dagger; as [f]. ~ r 

Da'ggersdrawinc-. n.f [dagger and draw.] The ac 0 

drawing daggers ; approach to open violence. 

They always are at dagger f dr aiving, .. 

And one another clapperclawing. Hudibras , p. n. cant. 2. 

I have heard of a quarrel in a tavern, where al 
dagger] drawings ’till one defired to know the fu jee 

quarrel. . s r ' 

To DA'GGLE. v. a. [from dag, dew; a word, according to 

Mr. Lye , derived from theDanifh ; according to Skinner, tioni 

bag, fprinklcd, or beagan, to dip. They are probably all ot 

the fame root.] To dip negligently in mire or water ; to • 

mire; to befprinkle. _ , t 

To Da'ggxe. V. 71. To be in the mire; to run through we 

or dirt. 

Nor like a puppy, diggled diroughthe town, ^ 

To fetch and carry fing-fong up and down. 
Da'cgledtail. n.J. [daggle and tail.] Bemirec , up t ^ 

the water or mud ; belpattered. , ^4 

The gentlemen of w T it and pleafure aie apt to e ' t0 
at the fight of fo many daggledtad paiions, that ja PP 
fall in their wav. ‘ * 
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DA'ILY. 
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DAILY, adj. [baglic, Saxon.] Happening every day, or 

very frequently ; done every day ; quotidian. 

Much are we bound to heaven ^ 

I11 daily thanks, that gave us fuch a prince. Shak. ti, V III. 

Ceafe; man of woman born! to hope relief 
From daily trouble, and continu’d grief. Prior. 

Da'ily. adv. Everyday; very often. 

Let that man with better fenfe advife, 

That of the world leall part to us is read ; 

And daily how through hardy enterpuze, . 

Many great regions are difeovered. . Fairy Shteen, b. n. 
I was ambitious to be acquainted with a man, with v\nom 
I convened almoft daily, for years together. Dryd.Virg. Ded. 
Da'intily. adv. [from dainty.] 

1. Elegantly; delicately. 

This fame truth is a naked and open day-light, tnat doth 
not fhew the mafks and mummeries, and triumphs of tne 
world, half fo {lately and daintily as candle-light. Bacon . 

2. Delicioufly; pleafantly. . , f . 

There is no region on earth fo daintily watered, with lucli 

• 1 * • — Howefs V ocal For eft . 


o-reat navigable rivers. 


Tbofe young fuiters had been accuffomed to nothing but to 
fleep well, and fart daintily. Broom's Vieiv of kpick l seats. 
Daintiness, n.f [from dainty.] 

1 . Delicacy ; foftnefs. 

What ftiould yet thy palate pleafe ? 

Daintinefs and fofter eafe, 

Sleeked limbs, and fined blood? hen. fohnfon s F01 Cj.. 

2. Elegance; nicety. 

The duke exceeded in the daintinefs of his leg and foot, 
and the carl in the fine fhape of his hands. Wotton. 

3. Squeainifhnefs ; faftidioufirefs. 

Of fand, and lime, and clay, Vitruvius hath difeourfed 
without any daintinefs. Wotton s Ar chit e Ft ui e. 

DAINTY, adj. [derived by Skinner from dam, an old French 
word for delicate ; which yet I cannot find in dictionaries.] 

1. Pleafing to the palate ; of exquiute tafte ; delicious. 

They are all over watery ; whereas an higher concodlion is 
required for fweetnefs, or pleafure of tafte, and therefore all 
your dainty plumbs are a little dry. Bacon's Natural Hiftory. 

2. Delicate; of acute fenfibility ; nice; fqueamifh; foft; luxu- 
rious ; tender. 

This is the flowed, yet the daintieft fenfe ; 

For ev’n the, ears of fuch as have no {kill, 

Perceive a difeord, and conceive offence;. 

And knowing not what’s good, yet find the ilk Davies. 
They were a fine and dainty people ; frugal and yet elegant, 
though not military. Bacons Holy War. 

3. Scrupulous ; ceremonious. 

Which of you all 

Will now deny to dance ? She that makes dainty. 

I’ll fwear hath corns. • Shakefpeare' s Romeo and Juliet. 

Therefore to horfe ; 

And let us not be dainty of leave-taking. 

But fhift away. Shakefpeare' s Macleth. 

4. Elegant; tenderly languifbingly, or effeminately beau- 
tiful. 

My houfe, within the city, 

Is richly furnilhed with plate and gold, 

Bafons and ewers to lave her dainty hands. Shakefpeare . 

Why ffiould ye be fo cruel to yourfelf. 

And to thofe dainty limbs, which nature lent 

For gentle ufage, and foft delicacy ? ’ , Milton. 

5. Nice ; affedtedly fine : in contempt. 

Your dainty fpeakers have the curfe. 

To plead bad caufes down to worfe.- Prior . 

Da'inty. n.f 

1. Something nice or delicate; a delicacy; fomething of ex- 
quifite tafte. 

Be. not defirous of his dainties ; for they are deceitful 
meat. Prov . xxiii. 3. 

A worm breedeth in meal, of the fliape of a large white 
maggot, which is given as a great ^ dainty to nightingales. Bacon. 
She then produc’d her dairy ftore, 

And unboaght dainties of the poor. Dryden . 

The {hepherd fwains,. with fure abundance bleft, 

In the fat flock, and rural dainties, fcaft. Pope's Qdyffey . 

2. A word of fondnefs formerly in ufe. 

Why, that’s my dainty ; I {hall mils thee : 

But yet thou {halt have freedom. Shakefpeare' s Tempefl. 

There is .a fortune coming 
Towards you, dainty, that will take thee thus, 

And fet thee aloft! Ben. John fin's Catiline . 

DAIRY, n.f [from dtj) an old word for milk. Adr. Lye. ] 

1. 'Fhe occupation or art of making various kinds of food from 
. milk. 

Grounds were turned much in England from breeding 
either to feeding or dairy ; and this advanced the trade of 
English butter, which will be extremely beaten down, when 
Ireland turns to it too. ' Temple. 

2. I he place where milk is manufactured. 
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Thefe beauties will fufpeCf ’ 

That you have no more worth 

Than "the coarfe and country, fairy, f 

That doth haunt the hearth.or dairy. B ■ J- J 

What ftores my dairies and my folds contain 
A thoufand lambs that wander on the plain. Dryden . g ■ 
She in pens his flocks will fold, 

milch « 

yLri,; being well houfewived, 

Children, in dairy countries, do wax more call than where 
they feed more upon bread and flefh. bacon s hatiua. ]P r y- 
Dairymaid, n. f. [dairy ar,d m*id.] The woman fervant 

' whofe bufinefs is to manage the milk. _ 

The pooreft of the lex have Hill an itch, 

To know their fortunes, equal to the rich : 

The dairymaid enquires ifYh’e fhall take . 

The trufty tavlor, and the cook forfake. Dryden s Juvenal. 
Come up quickly, or we fhall conclude that thou art in 
love with one of fir Roger’s dairy/naids. Addifon s .pedJ.no? . 
Da'isy. n.f [bse 5 e r ea 5 e, day’s eye. Chaucer.} A bpring- 

flower. . . j 

It hath a perennial root: the ftalks are naked, and ne\e 

branch out : the cup of the flower is fcaly and limple, divided 
into many fegments to the foot-ftalk. The flowers are ra- 
diated ; and the heads, after the petals are fallen oft, re ‘ a err ^‘ e 

obtufe cones. . MllUr ' 

When daifles pied, and violets blue. 

And lady fmocks all over white,. 

And cuckow buds of yellow hue, 

Do paint the meadows much bedight. Shakefpeare . 

I'hen ling by turns, by turns the mufes fine, 

Now hawthorns bloffom, now the dafies fpring ; 

Now leaves the trees, and fl'ow’rs adorn the ground : 

Begin, the vales {hall ev’ry note rebound. Pope's Spring. 
This will find thee picking of daifles , or fmclling to a lock 
of hay. Addifon' s Spectator, N°. 13^* 

Fair-handed Spring unbofoms every grace ; 

The daify, primrofe, violet, darkly blaze. Thomfit's Spring . 
Dale, n.f [dalei, Gothiek ; dal, Dutch and German.] Alow 
place between hills ; a vale ; a valley. 

Lonp- toft with dorms, and bet with bitter winds. 

High over hills, and low adown the dale. 

She wandred many a wood and meafur’d many a vale. 

Fairy Queen, b. i. cant. 7. ftanz . 23 . 
Before the downfal of the fairy ftate 
This dale, a pleafing region, not unbleft. 

This dale poflefs’d they, and had ft ill poffefs’d. Ticked . 

He fteals along the lonely dale 
In fi-lent fearch. Thomfin's Spring , /. 220* 

DaYliance. n.f [from dally.] 

1. Interchange of carefles ; a£ls of fondnefs. 

Look thou be true: do not give dalliance 
Too much the rein i the ftrongeft oaths are draw 
To th’ fire i’ th’ blood. Shakefpeare sTempefi. 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted; nor youthful dalliance , as befeems 
Fair couple, link’d in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. Milton s Paradifi Lojl , b. iy.. /. 332* 

I’ll head my people ; 

Then think of dalliance when the danger’s o’er: 

A'ly warlike fpirits work now another way. 

And my foul’s tun’d to trumpets. Dryden' s Don Schajlian . 

2. Conjugal converfation. 

The giant, felf-difmayed with the found. 

Where he with his Dueffa dalliance found. 

In hafte came ruffling forth from inner bow’r. Fairy Queen. 

That, not myftick, where the fapient king 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian fpoufe. Milt. Par . Loft. 

Since thou claim’d me for thy fire, 

And my fair fon here ftiow’ft me, the dear pledge 

Of dalliance had with thee in heav’n, and joys 

Then fweet, now fad to mention. Milton's Paradifi Lofi . 

3. Delay ; procraftination. 

Nay, come, I pray you, fir, give me the chain; 

Both wind and tide flay for this gentleman; 

And I, to blame, have held him here too long. — 

— Good lord, you ufe this dalliance to excufe 
Your breach of promife. Shakefp. Comedy of Err ours. 
Da'llier. n.f [from dally.] Atrifler; a fondler. 

The daily dalliers with pleafant words, with finding coun- 
tenances, and. with wagers, purpofed to be loft, before they 
were purpofed to be made. Ajcharn s Schoolmajier 0 • 

Da'llop. n -f [of unknown etymology.] A tuft, or clump. 

Of barley the fineft and greeneft ye find, 

^ Leave (landing in dallops ’till time ye do bind. Tuffer* 

i o DA'LL Y. v. n. [dollen, Dutch, to trifle.] 

1. To trifle; to play the fool; to amufe one’s felf with idle 
play ; to lofe time in trifles. 

Take up thy mafter: 

If 








